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At Ambleside Academy, our Reading Spine has been created to ensure that our pupils are Key:
exposed to and can enjoy a wide, diverse range of texts throughout their learning journey at
our school. These texts have been carefully selected to include stories and information that
will encourage our pupils to become the kindest, most empathetic and most tolerant versions
of themselves. These texts have also been chosen to address Doug Lemov’s 5 Plagues of
Reading, through which children can become resilient readers by engaging with texts where,
for example, the author uses old-fashioned, archaic language or the narrators or chronology
‘jump around’.
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