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Introduction

All of our schools understand that for
basic foundations to read which include
Comprehension.

Within this policy
Phonemic Aware

This document se
Phenomenal Pho
Ambleside Acade
January 2022.

be used within all the Ra ies from the

The Phenomenal Phonics Programme
early reading: explicitly teaching the ¢
(decoding) and to segment for spelli

Phenomenal Phonics follows the progfession of phases set out below, with our well evidenced
bespoke approach driven by high quality assessment half termly, which informs next steps of learning
to ensure that all pupils demonstrate good progress in the number of sounds that they know as well
as the words which they can read and spell.

Phase Letter Sets:

« Listening to and for sounds.
Phase 1 + Rhythm and rhyme
+ Alliteration

+ Sounds taught:s,a,t p,In,m, d, g, 0, ¢k ck e ur hbffl]l, ss
Phase 2 e Tricky words: the, to, go .no,

* Sounds taught: j, v, w x )y, z, 2z, qu
Phase 3 + ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, 0o, ar, or, ur, ow, ol, ear, air, ure, er
* Tricky words: no, go, |, the, to, he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, they, her, all, are

* Recap all previous sounds

+« Teach reading and spelling tricky words: said, so, he, we , me, be, have, like, some, come, was, you, were,

Phase 4 little, one, they, all, are , do, when , out, what, my, her

+ Read and write words with initial and/or final blends: st, nd, mp, nt, nk, ft, sk, It, Ip, tr, dr, gr, cr, br, fr, bl, fl, gl, pl, cl,
sl, sp, st, tw, sm, nch, shr, sir, thr

* Learn new phoneme zh

+ Teach new graphemes for reading ay, ou , ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, au, a-e, e-e, i-e, 0-e, U-e
* Teach reading words oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked, water, where, who, again, thought, through,
Phase & work, mouse, many, laughed, because, different, any, eyes, friends, once, please.

+ Teach spelling words said, so, have, like, some, were, there, oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked.
Teach alternative spellings for ch, j, m, n, r, s, 2, u, i, ear, ar, air, or, ur, oo, ai, ee, igh, oa, y/oo, oo, sh

Understand and apply suffixes — ed, ing, ful, est, er, ment, ness, en, s, es
Understand the rules for adding ing, ed, er, est, ful, ly, y

Investigate how adding suffixes and prefixes changes words

Introduce the past tense

Phase 6

2.

2.1
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Phonemic Awareness

Auditory Discrimination

2.1.1  As part of this scheme we explicitly teach auditory discrimination. It is important that
children are able to hear and discriminate between different speech sounds noticing
similarities and differences. Our children must be able to orally break down sounds
segmenting and blending in speech before they are able to read and write.

EDUCATION TRUST
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Auditory Memory

2.2.1  We ensure that children rem
sentence as this is vital for la
read and spell. This is taught tf
academies.

Auditory Analysis and Synthesi

2.3.1  Alongsid
learning
them tog J
sentence a'word into syllables, G
spell. Also synthesis as this is the ability to p

P break a
y for learning to
g. c-a-t) —)

2.3.2  Phonemic Awareness and t
sound from another, breaki
looking at the grapheme is r
in develop key speaking and

— ——

Children who are working below the age-related expectation
in phonics for their year group
These children will continue with focussed interventions based on their individual needs. They will

continue with Auditory Discrimination if this is needed and will be delivered this on a limited adult to
child ratio to maximise progress.

Rigorous Half Termly Assessment

As part of the programme staff start by screening children each half term on a past phonics paper to
find out how many words that each child can read and this identifies sounds that the children do not
know. Staff then use the assessment information from the screening and the letters and sound
phases together to guide what sounds/ families they cover next to ensure progress

?,The Year One Phonics Check

R o————— Examples of W6’f"d5

o The phonics
E_ screening check in ot M‘

Phesies sarsening chers will consist of:

Q “ﬂ 0 20 real words at vap
Y ol X

2
&E'&' 1 20 pseudo-words | B ok *
-

% sum et
Al

Working from an Easel

Within the Phenomenal Phonics Programme, each lesson must have a clear teaching sequence which
is set out below:

EDUCATION TRUST
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a) The teacher or teaching assi
of the topic. The boards will
other. Please see below som

The Structure of a phoni

Revisit- This is the mo
to previous learni
build the capacit
fastest finger shee
are applying read
Teach- This is the part of the session whereby a g guld skywrite the
grapheme in lots of different ways to gaaiks i

Practise- The children help you read
actions are extremely important to a
Apply- Reading and writing at word a e level related to the new sounds.

Key teaching points that are paramount for our children within the Phenomenal Phonics Programme
include:

a) Use of robot talk and actions, use of sound buttons, incorporating diagraphs, trigraphs and
tricky consonant clusters.

b) We know that our children find d and b, ff and th and g and y tricky. These are common

difficulties within phonics that our children have. Also exposing children to polysyllabic and
compound words.

Phenomenal Phonics Family

Within this programme we have devised our very own Phenomenal Phonics Family.

Each puppet has a special name which relates to the family of which they are experts of. The aim of this
is to help the children remember the sounds related and brings a purpose for learning although experts
the animals can be very forgetful.

Welcome to- Ambleside’s Phonics Family _

Al

are super sound experts but sometimes they
ambza.bz.tfmyeg‘ul. szh,a,vespzaal

catla.rsa/mmdthwmcksa'thatymmmd
thelr names. Mlovesaund.s so- much that
Mnmnzshavethzsaund.stha.tthzgm

experts of tn them. Our new- phonics family
will help you to- become excellent readers.

The Puppet Strategy

EDUCATION TRUST
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Sound and phrase actions

Repetition, rhymes, actions and pic
proven to be highly effective in aiding
and phrase (mnemonic) are support
used alongside the sounds and phr ,

Is of great importance
g with the puppets. This supports the chi
spelling and reading as they are able to make links between the sounds, phrases and actions for the

correct spelling choices. Please see the resources available below to support this.

Sound Grapheme | Mnemonic Phrase Examples
Family
A Famu.y alay.a-ea al-snall n the rain. Train, snail,rail
ay-may | play? Play tray, sproy
a-e-make a cake. Cake,bake,lake
a-lahel on a tahle Lahle tahle,able
EE Fanuty ee.ea.e- ee-what can you see? Shup.slup,swub
e.le.y.ey ea-cup of tea. Neat,clean treat
ee-Pefe and Steve. Theme,Crete Pete
le-shield in a field. Shield, field chief
y-funny bunn.y Tummy gummy, sunny
eyfunky monbey. | Donkey,moneyhoney bey
IGH Family | te.i-e.ighy | ie-ple in the sky Tie,ple, lie
L-e-nice smile. Smule,mile trike
ghfiy high. Brightrightlght
y-eye spy withmy | Spy.cry.my
little eye.
OA Faml.l.y on,ow,0e | ou-gout in a bout Bloat float toa.st
070,00 ow~blow the snow- Crow, slow,mow
oe-Joe broke his toe. Tov.,patatozs,tov.nad
O-the ghost with the Mo'st.ghast,past
post
00 Fa.mdy ovewue, |ou-povat the zov- Blaum.sam.spoun
u-e ew~chew the stew-. Grew-flew,screw
ue-the gluz Ls blue. Blue,Sue.,clue
u-e-huge brute. Flute,cute flume

= Raleigh
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Pure Sounds

To support children to blend phoneme
Within our programme, included in t
modelling and demonstrating

following link for fur

Phonics: How to

Phonics: How to pronounce pure sounds | Oxford Owl

YouTube - Oxford Owl - Learning at Home
24 May 2019

Consonant Clusters

The Raleigh Education Trust recognises that often children need additional support to blend words with
consonant clusters (consonant blends) particularly when they are found at the start of words.

Staff within our academies must say the sounds as purely and clearly as they can. Children must be
taught to pronounce each phoneme before blending them. E.g. c-I-u-m-p, s-t-r-ee-t. Once pronouncing
individually, we encourage the children to use a cluster blend e.g. cl-u-mp, str-ee-t - as we know from
experience of this effective programme that this helps our children quickly recognise common letter
sequences at the start of words, and so successfully and swiftly blend at sight, when learning to read.

Pseudo words

Within our programme, we include pseudo words as part of the daily phonics sessions. This enables
children to practice their blending skills and teachers to assess which phonemes require further
teaching and revisiting. This also supports pupil progress towards passing the phonics screening check

Use of pictures

The programme uses pictures, not only as an aide memoire and to support visual learning, but also to
support children’s acquisition of new vocabulary. Pictures and visuals support the children in recalling
new words and their meaning, and their ability to quickly assimilate new words into their understanding
as supported by the following quote from the reading framework:

Young readers encounter words that they have not seen before much more frequently than
experienced readers do, and they may not know the meaning of some of these. Practice at reading such
words by sounding and blending can provide opportunities not only for pupils to develop confidence in
their decoding skills, but also for teachers to explain the meaning and thus develop pupils’
vocabulary.13

EDUCATION TRUST



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

13. Common Exception

13.1 Each Year Group has a set of commo
end of each academic year. These are s
woven into each phonics session and €
exposure to those words which they m

Example:

Spelling Record

Achieved| Words | Achieved | Words | Achieved
the no our
a go she
do S0 house
to by me
today my full
of here he
said there be
says where pull
are love push
were come they
was some put
is ohce your
his one school
has ask you
I friend

14. Reading comprehension and application of word level reading
at sentence level for comprehension

14.1 Phonic Friend Books

14.1.2 Across our schools as part of this approach the children will be given a phonetically decodable
book to read during the application part of a phonics session each day. The idea being that
they will then consolidate the phonics words that they have read at word level within a text at
sentence level. This book will then be taken home by a child at the end of the week so that the
child has practised their reading all week and can go home and simply consolidate their
reading at sentence level and demonstrate sound comprehension of the story with their
parent at home. Each Phonic Friend Book will be stickered according to the Animal Family and
will related only to the animal sound family focus that week. The children will then alongside
this phonetically decodable book loan a non-decodable book also.

15. Key Vocabulary required for staff to teach phonics effectively

15.1 Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound in a word. Phonemes may be written with more than one letter
eg day. The word start has 4 phonemes - s - t - ar - t. The word church has 3 phonemes - ch - ur - ch.
The word strap has 5 phonemes -s-t-r-a-p.

15.2 Grapheme: The letter or letters that are used to write a phoneme.

'* Raleigh Empowering through education
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Digraph: A two letter grapheme whe
ch, th

Vowel Digraph: A two letter graphem

the
eeg

Split Vowel Digraph: A two letter grap
sounds are pushed apart by another let
cake, bite, phone, these, cube. It is

Trigraph: A three

Blending: Building

Segmenting: Split and then working

out what letter orletters are needed to represent eagh
Short vowel sound: The sound that t
Long vowel sound: The sound that is

often represented in more than one
light, coat, bone, glue, spoon

Eraphs eg main, sta

The Phenomenal Phonics Programme is underpinned by the key principles set out in ‘The Reading

Framework’

Within this programme, teaching staff will:

a) Be clear about objectives for any session and make sure that the children understand them (e.g.
‘By the end of this week you will all be able to read these sounds; today we are learning the first

one.’)

b) Expect all children to participate throughout phonics sessions, for example by using ‘call and
response’

c) Make the most of the time for teaching and use activities that maximise the number of words
children read and spell

d) Make sure that children practise using the knowledge they have been taught in previous lessons
until they can use it automatically, thus freeing up their capacity to learn new knowledge

e) Support the children to connect the new knowledge with their previous learning
f) Demonstrate new learning in bite-sized chunks
g) Ensure children are given opportunities to apply what they have learnt

h) Praise the children for working hard and paying attention, being specific about what they have
done well

For further reading please look at the latest government guidance shared below:

Section 3: Word reading and spelling (publishing.service.gov.uk)

EDUCATION TRUST


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000914/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_Section_3.pdf

Section 3: word reading and spelling
PDF, 518KB, 31 pages

Policy paper
The reading framework: teaching the
foundations of literacy

Guidance for schools to meet existing expectations for
teaching early reading.

From: Department for Education and The Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP
Published 10 July 2021

15.15 Follow the link below to understand

44 Phonemes in English and Other S

rrgrin g s r g ey g v e S

44 Phonemes In English And Other Sound Blends

BY JAKE POOL

10
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https://magoosh.com/english-speaking/44-phonemes-in-english-and-other-sound-blends/

